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 JOHN PILOTS THE AIRWAVES




Brand New Tricycle
by Wendy Zaske, Editor/Designer
In several of our variety shows, I’ve appeared as
country bumpkin “Hilltop Hannah” and sung about
a new pair of roller skates in “Brand New Key.” But
this spring, I’m excited about something entirely
different—a brand new shiny blue tricycle!
Technically, it’s a “Mobo Triton Pro Ultimate
Ergonomic Cruiser”—but for me, it’s the long-awaited
solution to nine years of problems in picking up the
countless cottonwood twigs that pepper our yard
each time the wind blows, potentially wreaking havoc
with my husband Tony’s mower blades.
The trees are old, large, and numerous. And with my
worsening arthritis, rakes and grabber tools have
proven to be painful to use. I’ve always thought that
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a low-riding vehicle of this type would be
ideal, so as to simply roll around, grab the
twigs by hand, and toss them into a
nearby wheelbarrow. After doing a little
searching online, I decided that this
cruiser might be worth a try. (And no, I
don’t actually wear this costume while
riding—I just couldn’t resist posing in it!)
It doesn’t go uphill or backwards, and its
turns aren’t very tight. But when it comes
to wheels, that’s just my speed! It’s fun,
and I’m delighted to be able to get a bit
of pedaling exercise while doing chores.
As the song goes, “I don’t go too fast, but
I go pretty far”—and I think I “done
alright” on this buy!

Hilltop Happenings a popular variety show that has been presented regularly in Montgomery, MN
since March of 2012. With events in 2020 (and early 2021) cancelled due to COVID-19 concerns,
this “varietyletter” was conceived as an attempt to keep performers in touch with their loyal fans
and to introduce the series and troupe to those who have yet to see a performance.
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John’s Jottings
by John Grimm, Publisher
I write music because I have no choice;
lyrics and notes keep accumulating in my
brain until I'm forced to let some out.
Having written approximately 100
songs and performed many of them, there are still quite a
few recorded on CDs that may never be heard by anyone.
That's a problem for my creative ego, so I've taken some
drastic action.
On March 27, I began presenting my music in a radio
program on KCHK; and beginning on April 24, the format
was extended to a full hour. The program will run from 910AM, and will continue on the last Saturday of each
month until I run out of music, or until I can't remember
why I'm doing it (at my age that's a distinct possibility).

A Possible
“Light at the End of the Tunnel…”
With more and more people being vaccinated
every day, we’re hoping that the covid-19 risk
factors will be low enough to allow us to resume
regular Hilltop Happenings performances
on August 29, 2021.
Since we have no way of knowing what new
developments may occur between now and then,
however, this is only a tentative date.
If we are able to begin again, all troupe members
will have been vaccinated. We may also need to
require masks, limit attendance, and practice
social distancing as usual.
Updates will be available in Issue #6, online at
HilltopHall@wordpress.com, and on KCHK.

Please listen in on 1350AM or 95.5FM.

Eight years of entertainment…
If you’ve never seen a Hilltop Happenings show,
you’ve been missing out on some spectacular
performances in an absolutely delightful setting!
John Grimm purchased Hilltop Hall (which is on
the National Register of Historic Places) in the early
1990s “to save a significantly historic building” and
“to create a place where local folks could perform.”
Having begun in March of 2012 with a handful of
performers, the troupe now features 12 multitalented members, three of whom were in the very
first show.
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Frad’s Faves:
My Fender Guitar
by Wade Fradenburgh

In the last issue, I shared the story of my guitar
and the history behind it. Here is another story
of a guitar I have that means a lot to me. It is a
1956 Fender Telecaster S/N 10244. The
Telecaster was designed by Leo Fender in 1950
and became the first commercially successful
electric solid body guitar. Telecasters are still
being manufactured today. Notable Telecaster
musicians include Jeff Beck, Merle Haggard,
Vince Gill, Bob Dylan, George Harrison, Eric
Clapton, Jimi Hendrix, Waylon Jennings, Albert
Lee, Buck Owens, Jimmy Page, Brad Paisley,
Luther Perkins, Don Rich, Bruce Springsteen,
Keith Richards, Pete Townshend, and of course
our very own Craig Wasner. Wikipedia has a
huge list of players.
My dad, Don Fradenburgh, bought it brand new
with a Kay tube amp for $175.00. That sounds
pretty cheap—but when he was making $1.35 per
hour, it equated to about three weeks of work.
My earliest memory of dad playing and singing
was in the Bagley, MN high school gym for the
electric co-op annual meeting. He was playing
solo and singing current-day hits from Don
Gibson, Eddy Arnold, Jim Reeves, etc. At home
he would play it sitting on the couch and singing
while I would watch and listen.
When I was 10, I decided I wanted to play guitar
too. At the time I was a fan of the Monkees on

TV and loved the sound of Mike Nesmith
playing his 12 string electric Gretsch. The first
song I learned to play on the Tele was Take the
Last Train to Clarksville. Soon I went out and
bought Mel Bay books to learn all the chords,
and with the help of my dad, I learned how to
play rhythm to songs. We had a record player
and bought albums with Tommy Tedesco and
Chet Atkins playing instrumentals and I would
try to emulate them.
As the years went by, the Tele started chipping
in the blonde paint and dad decided to strip it
down to the ash wood body. Had we known
then what we know now he would not have
done that because it drops the value
considerably. Today, original scratch and dent
1956 Telecasters with original case sell anywhere
from $15,000.00 to $35,000.00. This one will
never sell for that much. Dad had it repainted to
its original color and got a new case. To me the
guitar is worth more than any dollar amount.

Fun Facts about the Hilltop Happenings Variety Shows…

 The first show took place on March 25, 2012 and was presented as an “Oldies” Benefit Concert for the
Montgomery Veteran’s Project. In addition to John, Craig, and Wendy; it featured the Over and Back
Band, Jesse Beulke, and the McCrady Family Strings. The Fradenburghs joined the troupe in April, 2012.
 Over 150 were in attendance for the guest performance of the St. Paul South Bohemian Bagpipe
Ensemble on March 26, 2017, and also for our 50th Show on September 24 of that same year.
 Since the series began, there have been 68 shows. John has perfect attendance; Craig has only missed one!
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The Royal We
by Pastor Mark
and Lynn Wilms
Royal, Iowa

You may not know
that Mark worked in
broadcasting before
going into the ministry. It’s quite a story, and we’ll let
him tell it:
Both my brothers worked at the local radio
station where I grew up, KLEM in LeMars, Iowa.
So when I got to high school in the latter 1960s
the owner said, “I suppose you’d like to work
here, too.” I certainly did because I enjoyed using
my voice. I used to take out bottles of products
like shampoo and read the chemical contents in
a radio voice just for fun. I could also do accents.
So my first broadcasting job was as a weekender
at KLEM. Small town radio is a different kind of
thing—it’s a public utility. I remember I got
reprimanded once because I neglected to play the
siren before announcing where the fire was. But I
loved every minute and did my best to sound like
announcers in the big cities.

KLEM Radio in LeMars, Iowa, in the 1950s/60s

After a brief stint on the radio station at
Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa, where I was
going to school, I got a break by joining the staff
at KWWL Radio/TV in Waterloo, Iowa in 1971.
Even though I was still in college (transferring to

UNI in Cedar Falls), I worked
full-time evenings as a rock-androll DJ. My air name was Mark
Williams, but my nickname was
“The Mad Monk.” Kids would
call in requests like crazy, and we
used to ride around the area in a
jeep giving away prizes and
DJ’ing sock hops. I even got to
do TV weather on the weekends
on Channel 7. That was before all the hightech stuff came in. Instead of computergenerated maps, I had a stagehand in back pull
a rope and the national map would slide away
revealing the state map. My temps, sun,
clouds, and rain showers were magnetic decals.

Eventually I landed a job in a big market,
becoming an announcer at WLOL in St. Paul.
The format was country, which wasn’t my
favorite kind of music, but the job was a good
one supported by the TV and Radio Artists
Union. After my all-night shift I’d do traffic
reports, then leave to go to classes at Luther
Seminary. I’d catch a few of hours sleep in the
early evening and go on the air again. It was
grueling, but it paid the bills. Unfortunately,
the pace wore me out. I needed a change, so
my wife and I moved to South America for a
few years to help the American Lutheran
Church establish an office of communications
in Colombia.
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4) When we came back in 1980, I
worked a few years as an announcer and Assistant Program
Director at KROC-AM in Rochester, MN. My most
memorable moment there was doing a remote from a
platform hanging from a 90-foot crane above the liquor store
we were promoting. I had to stay up there for a couple of
hours, so to relieve the boredom the crane operator would
turn me around every 15 minutes to face another direction.
All that kept me from falling off were some leather straps
forming a sort of fence; otherwise it was just a metal plate I
was sitting on. It paid well, but I’d never do it again!

Eventually we moved back to the Twin Cities and I completed
seminary, doing weekends as an announcer at WWTC in
Minneapolis. After I was ordained into the ministry my career
in broadcasting came to an end, although I did do an early
Sunday morning show in Blue Earth, MN for fun, playing
sacred music both classical and modern, before going to lead
worship at the church I served there.
When all is said and done, broadcasting is show business, and
MARK AT KROC, ROCHESTER
only the lucky and uniquely talented make it to the top jobs. I
knew that I would eventually have to do something else if I didn’t want to end up as a leftover disc
jockey. But I have many fond memories of “the biz.” We had lots of fun, it put food on the table, and for
a brief while you could be a celebrity. It was well worth the years I put into it. I’m thankful I had the
chance to get as far as I did.

On a Lighter Note…
Billboard Top 10 Lists for the 70’s and 80’s
Submitted by Maren Brogger
THE TOP TEN HITS OF THE 70’S:
“You Light Up My Life” - Debby Boone
“Tonight's the Night (Gonna Be Alright)” - Rod Stewart
“Le Freak” - Chic
“How Deep is Your Love” - Bee Gees
“I Just Want to Be Your Everything” - Andy Gibb
“Silly Love Songs” - Wings
“Let's Get It On” - Marvin Gaye
“Night Fever” - Bee Gees
“Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree” - Tony
Orlando and Dawn
“Shadow Dancing” - Andy Gibb

THE TOP TEN HITS OF THE 80’S
“Physical” - Olivia Newton-John
“Bette Davis Eyes” - Kim Carnes
“Endless Love” - Diana Ross and Lionel Richie
“Eye of the Tiger” - Survivor
“Every Breath You Take” - Police
“Flashdance...What a Feeling” - Irene Cara
“Another One Bites the Dust” - Queen
“Say Say Say” - Paul McCartney and Michael
Jackson
“Call Me” - Blondie
“Lady” - Kenny Rogers
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Turns Out We’re a Tricky Troupe!
All 12 of our performers were recently asked to list three things: a proud accomplishment, something unusual
that they’ve done, and something that they’ve never done. Their responses were printed in our last issue, and
readers were invited to match them with the performers. Nobody was able to pair them all correctly!

Here are the troupe members matched up with their answers:
Hank Nieland played with premier
Twin Cities bluegrass band Monroe
Crossing; spent a week rafting down the
Snake and Salmon Rivers in Idaho; and
has never been in a hot air balloon.

Maren Brogger has a Master of Science
degree in Management; was an extra in a
Leann Rimes music video; and has never
ridden a horse.

Louise Meyer left home and lived
independently at age 18; first got a
driver’s license at age 45; and has never
done any line dancing.

Craig Wasner is proud of having 3 very
successful grown children; used to weld
plastic; and has never been scuba diving.

Lynn Wilms has a music degree; lived
on another continent for a few years;
and, although Norwegian, has never
prepared lutefisk.

Mark Wilms earned a Ph.D.; was a TV
weather forecaster; and has never ridden
a rollercoaster.

Mary Lou Fradenburgh raised two
stepdaughters who love her after all
these years; went scuba diving in the
Caribbean; and has never sung at
Carnegie Hall.

John Grimm, as a youth, built a canoe using
left-over lumber, canvas and roof patch
material; launched a canoe that sank on its
maiden voyage; and has never built a canoe that
floated.

Chuck Mallory drove the Goodyear
Blimp twice; paddled a kayak on the river
where “Deliverance” was filmed; and
never piloted a Phantom jet during 'Nam.

Howard Braith is proud that children have
grown up to be responsible citizens and are
Christians; went snorkeling a few times in the
Caribbean on a cruise; and has never been in a
small plane or parachuted out (nor will he).

Wendy Zaske played a piano solo at
Northrop Auditorium in 1973; went
skydiving at age 40; and has never
changed a diaper.

Wade Fradenburgh is self-taught on five
instruments; held the hand of a person as they
passed away; and has never gone to a nudist
resort.

We’ll keep in touch…
If we are indeed able to resume performances in August of 2021, the
Troupe Talk varietyletter will likely be discontinued at that time.
We do, however, maintain a bulk e-mail list which is used to send
reminders of upcoming shows, general updates, and occasional news
about our performers. If you’d like to join that list, simply send a
request to Wendy at HilltopUpdates@gmail.com.
And you can always check our website: HilltopHall@wordpress.com.
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Louise’s Colorful Comical Career
Louise Meyer never dreamed she’d become a
professional comedienne at the age of 84. But she
did—and now, five years later, she has become a
shining star in our Happenings performances!
Wherever she goes, Louise shows up early.
Originally one of our most loyal fans, she would
arrive at least an hour before show time, so as to
munch on popcorn and visit with the troupe as
they waited for their turn to practice.
She and Wendy hit it off immediately, since they
had so much in common—no children, but a love
of animals; a long happy marriage (Milton Meyer
passed away in 2010); previous experience in the
nightclub industry; connections in California; and
a strong interest in fun and creative costumery!
When John began his “My Turn in the Urn”
Hilltop Dinner Theater productions in 2016, he
hired Louise to act as a
page-turner, dubbing her
“our own Vanna White.”
Later that year, Mark asked
if she’d be willing to appear
as a stick of gum while he
sang a novelty song called
“Does Your Chewing Gum
Lose its Flavor on the
Bedpost Overnight?”
Well, of course she would—
and this costume challenge
was right up Wendy’s alley.
Soon after, Mark
requested a “Bride of
Frankenstein” character. The two ladies
combined forces, and
Wendy was quite
impressed to find that
Louise already owned
black lipstick!

One of the all-time
favorites was the
banana costume
that Mark
commissioned for a
song called “I Like
Bananas.” The
secrets behind this
costume will not be
revealed here, but it
was constructed in
two parts to allow
for easier navigation. The entire act
had “a peel!”
Eventually, Wendy
couldn’t resist asking for
Louise’s assistance with
her own comic songs. At
right is her “Coco
LaMoore” character with
Louise as sidekick “Betty
Basghetti,” vamping it
up in a bling-bedecked
fishing vest for a lively
rendition of a country
song called “Betty Got a
Bass Boat.”
When Wendy and John were
doing “Hilltop on the Road
Shows” for private events, they
sometimes sang “The Witch
Doctor” with Wendy in the
appropriate costume. Later, this
costume was modified (basically
reduced by half) to fit Louise as
well. Now, thanks to an elaborate
system of Velcro fasteners along
with their own shirts, leggings,
and footwear, either lady can
wear it. Ooh, ee, ooh-ah-ah
indeed! (Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Louise appears in every show—
whether dancing, playing a
comedic role, or holding up a
series of props to illustrate a song.
At left, John serenades her with
“You’re 86, You’re Beautiful, and
You’re Mine.” Below, she appears
as the “Fashion Police,” a 1920’s
flapper, a biker, and a Red Hat
lady.

Above, she provides
medical assistance for
Mark. And at right, she
appears as what Wendy
(who has a matching
costume, of course) calls
a “Fringe Dweller.”
For our 50th show, the
entire troupe sang “When
the Saints Come
Marching In.” Since
Louise had been in the
marching band during
high school in Iowa, she
was a natural for this
costume!

Louise’s friends say that she’s “always up for anything,”
and that has proven to be true! Portrayals not pictured
here include a Fleetwood Mac member, Miss Vicki, an
Andrews Sister, a cowgirl, a Broadway star, and more.

Both as a performer and a
friend, Louise is a true
gem. We’re so thankful
that we found her, and we
can’t wait for her next act!
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MANY THANKS TO OUR LOYAL FANS FOR NINE YEARS OF ONGOING SUPPORT!

Hilltop Hall is located in Le Sueur County, 60 miles southwest of the Twin Cities Metro area
at 206 First Street North, Montgomery, MN 56069. For more information, contact John Grimm at
jgrimm.hilltop@gmail.com. To join our bulk email list, contact Wendy Zaske at HilltopUpdates@gmail.com.
Previous issues of Troupe Talk, a link to our 15-minute excerpts video on YouTube, and more information
can be found at our new website address: hilltophall.wordpress.com (Larry Pint, Webmaster).

