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Mark® 2 .
Lynn Wilms l,

Married
June 24,

INSIDEHIS IS®UE

UJOHNS J OMHREDI
UFRADGS DAD

UWENDY®S MUS
CENTENNIAL DINNER

U WHAT TO EXPECT AT

U LOUISE LOOKS BACK:
TRUE LOVE IN THE 19

10.Had 2 pianos, 2 keyboards, clarinet,
trumpet, 2 guitars, soprano sax, flute,
recorder.

9.Visited 23 states, 14 countries.

8. We both wear different nré&age rings
20.First metat the Wartburg College student unio  from the originals, which are in storage
199Engaged after s eRaied g 7.0ldestpersonknew: 106 (she lived in !

Lynn had to prove her age). centuries, 18938001).
18.0ur wedding reception was in the church 6.Famous people met: Hubert Humphrey
basement, hosted by the ladies. Charlie Daniels, Johnny Cochran.
17.0n our honeymoon, we had to show our 5.Been to the movies only 7 times.
marriage license to the hotel clerk. 4.We had to learspanish in Mexico to

The Royal We

by Pastor Mark and Lynn Wilms, Royal, lowa

This year we cel ebrate
Top Twenty Ist of fun facts about our life:

16Wed6ve had 7 dogs, 1 | workinSouth America.
15.12 cars, 2 airplanes, 1 bicycle. 3Largest venue we0\
14.Moved 24 times, in 7 states, 2 continents, 3 Hilltop.

countries. 2.0ur 15 minutes of fame: Channel 4

13.Largest city lived: Chicago, smallest: Royal (4  (Sioux City) coverage of parking lot

12.Mark had 3 major surgeries, Lynn 1. church during Covid.

11.Hosted 6 exchange students representing 3  1.If you multiply our marriage 41 times in
countries. history, you reacthe time of Christ.

Hilltop Happenpugrilar variety show that has been presented regular
since March of 2@¥2nWith 2020 and @adelRiPtiue tdlCDVIDo nc er n
wasonceived as an attempt to keep performers iratodith witbdbee thead
and troupe to those who have yet i1Bagelar perflommamoes will resume on
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J o Bottidgs tes Wereaite
by John Grimm Publisher youore wonder iamoseehy

That Grandpa played a dirty trick
For our last issue @roupe Talk chose

When he passed his genes to me
to share the lyrics fromasonginspired So you must excuse me W
by my grandpa. I

candtt 6lse Infd tidtmy hfea eld
N Hereds a bit of backgroundgpofst andpa

never wanted a TV in hishodkee wasedbhnbdol o IﬂG/randba could see me now, he would be so pro
But somehow, Grandma talked him into it. Because my thoughts are in my brain,

Not stored up in some cloud

room, O |l dondt blog, | dondt t
| 6d r at h e rdbirdsa&dn Ko tHe aveatingt ¢

All these newfound gadgets are the current rage
Screens have rendbszdete writing on a page
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When the bighlackandwhite console TV arrived, they pi
it

t he

That day, he turned his
rocker around.

And until the day he died,

at end of

that rocker never moved. We donodot need to learn,
All you need to succeed is fancy electronics!
(Repeat borus)

At left: Grandpa Andrew Hans Johns
and John Andrew Gnim March, 1944

We look forward to seeing all of you on August z

Performances will resum

After a 1@month hiatus due to Cowitl9, Hilltop
Happenings shows will resume for the second hal
the 2021 season beginning on Sunday, August 2¢

Unless the datfalls on a major holiday, our
performances take place on the last Sunday of ez
month from MarckhJune and Augudtovember
(skipping July due to the local Kolacky Days
celebration and Decemidegbruary due to winter
weather conditions).

Craic Wasner € Joun Crirm
INVITC YOU TO THE NEXT SERICS OF

$ [ ] = ] ‘J’
S furop 11/ l’/fﬁs o
Ay 4 ' 5 g "
_ /4 J Pizz8, PERFORMERS, & PLENTY OF PIZZAzL..
WE'RE ERGER TO ENTERTAIN YOU ONCE AcaIn I 20211

NO ADMISSION CHARGED! Donations accepted to help defray production & overhead expenses.

Hilltop Hall ~ 206 First 5t. N., Montgomery, MN
FINALLY...IT'S SHOWTIME! MARK YOUR CALENDAR WITH THESE DATES:

August 29 = September 26 * October 31 * November 28, 2021

RARRaEROAS

Since 2012, Hilltop Happenings shows have featured a wide range of familiar standards,
popular favorites, show tunes, original compositions, concert hall classics,
inspirational gospel, costumes, and comedy. . truly something for everyone.

After a 16-month hiatus due to Covid-19, we finally feel safe resuming our performances
since the majority of people on stage and in the audience will have been vaccinated by this time.

Regular troupe members (above, left to right) include Howard Braith, Maren Brogger,
‘Wade and Mary Lou Fradenburgh, John Grimm, Chuck Mallory, Lovise Meyer, Hank Nieland,
Craig Wasner, Lynn Wilms, Mark Wilms, and Wendy Zaske; additional guests often appear.

It's a unique mix of breathtaking talent, lighthearted entertainment, and tasty snacks - all
in one lovely and historic place. Don’t miss a single showl

oy L
SNACK BAD
< oz |

@HOT PIZZA

§200A SUCE

SODA, SNACKS, SUPPER - IT'S AlLlL HERE

Pop & popcorn sold throughout...Pizza from Pizzeria 201 sold at intermission.

The Hilltop Hoppenings Series is an ongoing program thot brings enferfainment,
enjoymenf, and inspiration fo the folks of South Central Minnesola.
Find more information at Hillt ordpress.com

ALL SHOWS BLGIN AT 4:00 P.M. - BRING YOUR FRIENDS - SCE YOU THERD!

Graphics by W, Zaske

Onpages6and7ofhi s i ssue, we
that has been posted on our website for several
years. It describes what to expect at the shows ar
features photos from past performances as well.

Since wedl | be seeing
be the last is® of the Hilltop HappeningBroupe
Talkivari etyletter. o We
learning a bit more about our troupe members, ar

what they enjoy doing
Hilltop stage!
I f youdd | i ke to send

bulk email list (mainly to receive reminders about
shows), send email to HilltopUpdates@gmail.corr
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Frados
8 My Dad

i byWade Fradenburgh

In honoro f Fat hleould ke tDtllyyou
about my father, Donald Charles Fradenburgh
Dad was born in Superior, WI in 1928 to Charl
and Lois Fradenburgh. Charles was a WWI ve
and worked at the Soo Line freight in Superior
Dad was the youngest of falmildren; however,
his sister Iris passed away when she was 4 ar
brother Byron passed away a day after being |
His older sister, Wanda, and my dad grew up
together.

Music was a big part of the family as Charles\
a fiddle player and Lois playgiano. They
moved to rural Bagley, MN in 1932 to a place
called Moose Corners. Dad says the neighbor
would come over and dance while his parents
played music for them. Dad caught the music
and learned how to play guitar when he was s
and his sigtr eventually picked up the accordio
Dad said he spent two days straight practicing
until he could play the guitar the right way.

Their dad contracted tuberculosis in 1935 and
had to be sent away from the family to a veter:
hospital. They did not séleeir dad but twice in
five years, and Charles eventually passed aw:
1940. Grandma, Wanda and dad moved dowr
the road in 1941 to a little town called Alida an
lived in a little house on the corner by the
church. Dad went to school in Bagley, Bemidiji
then back to Bagley where he graduated in 19
and then joined the US Army Air Corps which
eventually became the United States Air Force
1947. After being discharged in 1949 he returr
to Bagley and began work at the REA. He anc
sister and cousindona had a band called the
Tune Toppers and would play wherever they
could. They even played on the local radio sta
in Bemidiji.

As our family
grew we all
learned how to
play and sing.
would sing and
play at a few
different church
events and as w
started moving
away we
developed more|

musical abilities.|
My sister Sue is|
phenomenal :
pianist and singer. She has been a director al
worship | eader at he
children sing beautifully and her one daughteil
anopera singer with the Nashville Opera. My
brother Cory sings very well and his two sons
play piano and are fantastic drummers. My
brother Kelly has a super high range and was
lead singer in a local band called Monster Gre
with the Barnett Brothers itihe 90s. My brother
Jeff plays piano and sings wonderfully. In coll
he was leader of a gospel team that traveled
around doing gospel music presentations. His
son plays guitar and had a band in high schot
My daughters sing, and my oldest daughter is
great drummer and percussionist. Mary Lou &
| have had the privilege of playing music with
dad all the years we have been married. We 1
to have a band called The Turning Point.

Dad has given us a beautiful heritage. Even
today, at 93, dad can singdgplay guitar just as
sweet as he always has, which is a blessing.
donodot b, pdtask Grag Waener. | have
always considered dad my favorite male mus
artisbbut most importantly, | have the privileg
of calling him dad.

HopeyouallhadHappy Falt her ¢
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Wendyos
by Wendy Zaske, Editor/Designer
Way back in our second issue, |

'} seems
having
In November of 2020, | asked friends Renee a
Nicole Sorenson to challenge me to a dinner
party theme, which | would host as soon as Cc
restrictions weréfled. Without hesitation, they
suggested the Roaring Twenties, inspired by a
Australian drama ser.
Mur der My s trevohesasoand thev h
personal and professional life of a glamorous
private detective in 1920s Melbouxrighey
loaned me a couple of DVDs and books, and |
immediately dove into this exciting new project

to be #dcr
fun i n it.

and

|l 6ve al ways enjoyed r
for my variety show performances, and | found
that learning about the 1920s was just as mucl
fun. Observing ta décor in the shows and on th
internet, | was surprised to discover that many
things | inherited from my family dated back th:
far! From books to photos to serving pieces, |
found enough to totally transform the main floc
of our house into a periegpy opr i at e

Candelabras, antique crystal, lace curtains, vintage records, andstotierithmpshadset the mood.

¥ wrote that my strongest inclinatior .
(both vocational and avocational)

Husband Tony and |, oO0dresse

For the bar, | downloaded lab&ism the era and
pasted them onto the appropriate bottles. Shaw
and costumes were hung on various doors, and
old mirrored tray in the bathroom featured a
tasseled atomizer, an Art Deco clock, and an
ancient bottle of Chanel No. 5 that had belonge«
to my mother. An antique sewing machine was ¢
on a treadle table in the living room along with o
of my grandmadés dol | s
and our electric piano was disguised as a vintag
spinet using a carved wooden headboard, a silk
Chinese fapand sheet music from the 1920s.

Our printed invitation,
souvenir plates, and
placecards shared the
same motif; and |
added a quote to the
back of the placecards
ALe bon Di
l e d®t ail o
Lord is in the detalil),
first attributed to
Gustare FlaubertYou
can probably see why
this is one of my

favorite adages!
(cont. on page 5)
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(cont. from paged)
No Prohibitionera
"""" speakeasy ev
been complete without a
Aci garette ¢
- we werenot a

one, | simply built her!
Tony and | made a specia
trip with Louise to
Minne s ot ad s
Store in Jordan to get
m candy cigarettes and treat
from their nostalgia aisle,
<and nNnDol ores
replete with sugar cubes
and cream, oldtyle chewing gum, tea bags in ar
antique tin, a service bell, and extra hankies.

Finally, it was time for The Big Event. Renee an
Nicole had already attended a couple of gradua
parties on that terribly hot June day, so they opt
to change in my dressing room. What a delight
when they emergédith perfect attire, accessorie
and attitude to boot!

Renee and Nicdlea s

theydd

&4

B

A salad course followed cruitand shrimp cocktail appetizers

The menu featuredopular food fronthe era:
shrimpcocktail, Caesar and Waldorf sajaafsl
Chickenala King ovepuff pastry shells. Renee
brought a pineapple upsidewn cake, and we all
enjoyed Dol oresd candy

Al t hough our TV in the
concealed behindlaar ge Chi nese
resist removing it to
Fi sherdés Murder Myster

evening. We all agreed: it was a wonderful them
and we met the challenge in grand style!



An ongoing program that brings entertainment, enjoyment, and inspiration to the folks of South Central MN

On eight Sundays during tlyear (unless severe weather or a pandemic is occurting)r e 6 s a |
magic in Montgomerylinnesota.

ORIV BT R PR B TR LN

Early in the afternoon, a tvsbory brick building with
18920 inscribed near t
doors, and the aroma of fresh buttered popcorn
beckons from the second story. Music anghter
echo throughout the vintage concert hall as musiciansi .
rehearse and patrons begin to stroll in and claim seats £+

Promptly at 4 p.m., the fun begins. Led by proprietor K
John Grimm, a troupe of performers gathers on stag
to join in a lively theme songidng which members
are introduced. For the next two hours, guests enjoy a diverse mix of music and entertainment rangir
from popular standards to concert hall classics; from goofy comedy and colorful costumes to inspirat
gospel and harmonic collalations.

At intermission, fresh pipidgpt pizza from Pizzeria 201 is available for two bucks a slice, served with
friendly smiles at fAShannonds Snack Baro (the

The twelve regular troupe members hail from GreerLksI8ueur, Montgomery, New Prague,

Northfield, Rosemount, and Royal, lowa; guest performers occasionally appear as well. The audienc
whichgenerallywumbers between 75 and 150, consists mainlyg@fse c | ai med fAgr oup
made this eventr@guar ritual. Buses often arrive from distant locations, and since the series began in
March of 2012, faithful guests have become acquainted and enjoy mingling at intermission.

Firsttime visitors are generally mesmerized

by the warm splendor of the hallhich is on !

the National Register of Historic Places. H

John Grimm purchased the building in the !
early 19900s fito sa v A
buildingo and édlacalc k
fol ks couQac psird roa Im™

the crowd to amm cappellaocal solosansnicrophone, to

demonstrat¢ he hal |l 6s s up e domonpage7p u s




